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Ecological Survey Calendar
General Guidance
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Ecological Survey Calendar 
General Guidance  
 

 

Aquatic Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Salmonids  
Electro-fish     

Redd count 
     

Habitat                         
  
Lamprey  likely restrictions                   
                          
Eel 

Electro-fish                       
Fyke net                         
Eel migration          

             
Aquatic macro-invertebrate 
Sampling (RICT/BMWP etc.)     Three defined sample seasons: spring, summer & autumn   
                          
White-clawed crayfish                         

Manual /trapping                         
Night (torch)                   
Recruitment                   
Crayfish plague                         

                          
Freshwater pearl mussel Survey restricted by high flows 
  
Otter  Surveys are avoided following high flows 
Water vole         Surveys are avoided following high flows       
Great crested newt                
             
Aquatic macrophytes                         

Submerged/emergent                 
Riparian                         

             
Diatoms  Three defined sample seasons: spring, summer & autumn  
  
River habitat (RHS)                         
 
Abiotic                         
Water, substrate, catchment  Sampling may be restricted by high flows 

Terrestrial Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Bats                         
Scoping                         
Activity                         
Swarming                         
Hibernation                         

                          
Birds (varies with habitat)                         

Breeding                         
Migration/activity                         
Winter                         

 
Terrestrial Mammals 
Badger       
Red squirrel    
Pine marten    
Dormouse   
  
Reptiles (varies with taxa)         
  
Terrestrial Invertebrates 
     Sampling (varies with taxa)        
 
Vegetation / Habitat 
Grassland    
Wetland    
Ponds    
Hedgerow    
Woodland    
Moorland    
Montane    
Urban/ruderal  
Invasive Species Dependent upon the species 
                          
Phase I Habitat                         
  
Habitat Regulations Assessment  

 
  Optimal Survey Season   Sub-optimal Survey Season 
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